Episode 50 


Second Trip to Cape Town for the Mirzai Case 


With respect to the case in Cape Town that | mentioned before, the Court had rescinded the 
prohibitory injunction and ruled in favour of the Muslims, after which the Mirzais filed the actual 
case in the Supreme Court. In accordance with the legal processes there, it took two years to file 
the claim and counter-claim and complete other legal requirements, and the first hearing of the 
case was eventually set for the 1°t of November 1984. The Muslims of Cape Town once again 
invited the delegation that had previously travelled there in 1982 for the hearing of the 
prohibitory injunction. This time, Dr Zafar Ishaq Ansari and Dr Mahmood Ahmad Ghazi (may Allah 
have mercy on them) and Mr Riaz al-Hasan Gilani Advocate were also with us, and we departed 
for Cape Town on the 25" of October 1984. However, this time only the preliminary legal points 
were debated in the Court after which the Court reserved its verdict. After returning from Cape 
Town, | visited Saudi Arabia and was blessed with a visit to the Haramain Shareefain by the grace 
and favour of Allah Most High, and also participated in the first meeting of the Majma’ Al-Figh 
Al-Islami (Islamic Fiqh Academy), a detailed account of which shall come later InshaAllah. After 
Saudi Arabia, | directly travelled to Iraq. A detailed account of all these trips is availables in my 
book “Jahan-e-Deeda” (The World Beheld) under the title “Wadi-e-Dajla o Furat” (The Valley of 


Tigris and Euphrates). 


Third Trip in Relation to the Case 


When the case later began in 1987, we had to travel to Cape Town a third time and stayed there 
for an extended duration. This time, Hadhrat Maulana Muhammad Yusuf Ludhianvi (may Allah 
have mercy on him) was also with us. Statements from the Muslims had to be filed in the court, 
for which various topics were distributed among the English-speaking members of the 
delegation. To this end, Professor Khurshid Ahmad and Dr Mahmood Ahmad Ghazi wrote quite 


detailed essays on some topics, while | wrote two essays in English; one about the Lahori group 


of the Mirzais and a second about those passages of the noble Sufis which the Mirzais employed 
in support of their fallacious arguments. Both of these essays have not been published yet but 
are under publication in my collection of English articles and essays which my colleague Maulana 
Shakir Jakhura (may Allah keep him safe) has compiled. For all citations of the books of the Mirzais 
referred to in these essays, we had to attach photocopies of the original books for the Court. 
Hadhrat Maulana Muhammad Yusuf Ludhianvi (may Allah have mercy on him) assiduously 
carried out this task. This was Dhu al-Hijjah 1407 AH. All of us would remain busy in this work 
from morning until evening, until the time of Eid al-Adha approached and work still remained. 
My friend Mr Shoaib Omar called from Durban and invited me to Durban for one day on the 
occasion of Eid al-Adha. | thus went to Durban one day before Eid, led Eid prayer there and 
returned to Cape Town after spending Eid day there, and thereafter completed my work and then 


returned to Pakistan. 
Ijaza in Hadith from Hadhrat Shaykh Muhammad Yasin Al-Fadani 


A special favour of Allah Most High on me was that | received opportunities to visit the Haramain 
Shareefain several times every year. It was perhaps Jamadi Al-Thaniyyah of 1405 AH (circa March 
1985) that during a visit to Makkah Mukarramah, the Director of Madrasa Sawlatiyya Hadhrat 
Maulana Muhammad Shameem (may Allah have mercy on him) passed me the address of an 
elder of Makkah Mukarramah Hadhrat Shaykh Muhammad Yasin al-Fadani (may Allah have 
mercy on him). His ancestors hailed from Indonesia but he was born (in 1335 AH) and raised in 
Makkah Mukarramah itself and acquired education in Madrasa Sawlatiyya. Thereafter he studied 
various Islamic sciences from senior scholars of the Haramain Shareefain. He had a penchant for 
visiting scholars who would visit the Haramain Shareefain from all over the world, and would 
acquire ijaza of Hadith from them. In this manner, he possessed such a vast collection of ijaza of 
Hadith, and especially Ahadith Al-Musalsalah, which perhaps no one else possessed. He also 
wrote over sixty treatises on various Islamic sciences, which include commentaries on Sunan Abi 


Dawud and Bulugh al-Maram. 


When a desire to visit him arose in my heart, Maulana Shameem sent someone to accompany 
me. He used to reside in the “Utaybiyyah” neighbourhood of Makkah Mukarramah. When | 
visited him, he treated me with extreme kindness and not only granted ijaza of all of his Hadith 


narrations, but also narrated numerous Ahadith Al-Musalsalah with the corresponding Tasalsul?. 


Ahadith Al-Musalsalah are a unique and unparalleled expression of love for the Noble Messenger 
= from the Muhaddithin, and it is in this manner: if the Noble Messenger uttered something 
in a particular state, the Companion who heard it also narrated that Hadith to his students in that 
same state, and this chain reached us in the same manner, i.e. each teacher would teach that 


Hadith to his students in the same manner as uttered by the Noble Messenger =. 


To this end, Hadhrat Shaykh Fadani (may Allah have mercy on him) first recited the Hadith 
Musalsal Bi al-Awwaliyyah, which is also called Hadith Al-Rahmah. | also possessed this Hadith 
from Hadhrat Shaykh Hasan al-Mashat (may Allah have mercy on him) (demised in 1399 AH) 
which | have mentioned while describing the Umrah trip of 1963. After this, from what | 
remember, he granted me the following Ahadith Al-Musalsalah with the corresponding Tasalsul 


in two different sittings: 


1. Musalsal Bi al-Mahabbah, which is narrated by Hadhrat Muadh bin Jabal (may Allah be 
pleased with him) who reported that the Noble Messenger * said to him: 
"Asal cur ASdy ISS Je gel alll Ja lel Gl" 
“| love you, so say: “O Allah! Help me in remembering you, being grateful to You and in 
worshipping You in an excellent manner.” 
Thereafter Hadhrat Muadh said this same statement to his student before narrating this 
Hadith, and after him each teacher would say this same statement to his student. Hadhrat 
Shaykh Fadani also said this statement to me before narrating this Hadith. 

2. Musalsal Bi al-Musdfahah, in which Hadhrat Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) 


narrated the following Hadith to his student Abu Hurmuz: 


1 Translator: Tasalsul: The unique and uniform way in which a Musalsal Hadith is transmitted 


4 
S bo Gl ys Vg Wb Laas 6 dag ace I fo ail Jpt5 Bole K Csile 
“| shook the hand of the Messenger of Allah # with this hand of mine, and | have not 
touched any silk softer than the hand of the Messenger of Allah 2.” 
At this, Abu Hurmuz said to Hadhrat Anas: 
dag alle BI Le fil 525 Cotte gh Bly gals 
“Shake my hand with the hand with which you shook the hand of the Messenger of Allah 


aby 


At this, Hadhrat Anas shook Abu Hurmuz’s hand. Thereafter each narrator from him until 
us requested the same from his teacher, and the teacher shook his student’s hand and 
said: “Assalamu ‘Alaykum”. Accordingly, when Hadhrat Fadani narrated the Hadith to me, 
| also requested him to shake my hand and he shook my hand and said: “Assalamu 
‘Alaykum”. 

Musalsal Bi al-Mushabakah: |t is reported in this narration that while uttering a sentence, 
the Messenger of Allah ® intertwined his fingers in the fingers of Hadhrat Abu Hurairah 
(may Allah be pleased with him). Thereafter each teacher would intertwine his fingers in 
his student’s fingers when narrating this Hadith. Accordingly, Hadhrat Fadani narrated 
this Hadith to me while intertwining his fingers into mine. 

Musalsal Bi al-Diydfat ‘Ald al-Aswadayn: It is narrated in this that the Holy Prophet % 
hosted Hadhrat Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) with dates and water, and uttered a 
long sentence with respect to the virtues of inviting someone for food. Thereafter each 
teacher would narrate this Hadith to his student while serving him dates and water. 
Hadhrat Fadani also gave me dates and water before narrating this Hadith. However, this 
Hadith is extremely weak, so-much-so that some Hadith experts declared it to be mawdu‘ 
(fabricated). Despite this, Hadith experts have been narrating this Hadith with Tasalsul. 
Musalsal Bi Qirad’at Surat al-Saff: This Hadith is narrated by Hadhrat Abdullah bin Salam 
(may Allah be pleased with him), which mentions that one time a group of the 
Companions were talking among themselves that if they could know the action which 


would be a means of getting the most closeness to Allah Most High, they would do it. At 


that, Surah Saff was revealed and the Holy Prophet * recited it to them in its entirety. 
Thereafter Hadhrat Abdullah bin Salam (may Allah be pleased with him) recited the entire 
Surah Saff to his student, and his student to his student, and so on. Likewise, this chain 
continues until our times. Accordingly, Hadhrat Fadani recited the entire Surah Saff to me 
when narrating this Hadith. 

Musalsal Bi al-Qabd ‘Ald al-Lihyah: This Hadith is narrated by Hadhrat Anas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) which mentions that the Holy Prophet * uttered a Hadith and then said 
the following sentence while holding his blessed beard: 

059 Oe coy ons il Cael 

Thereafter each narrator narrated this Hadith to his student while holding his beard. 
Hadhrat Fadani also uttered these words while holding his beard. However, the chain of 
narrators of this Hadith contains weakness. 

Musalsal Bi al-‘Add Fi al-Yadd: |n this Hadith, Hadhrat Jibril (peace be upon him) counted 
upon five fingers of the blessed hand of the Messenger of Allah * and told him five 
different forms of Salawat. Thereafter he = taught these five forms of Salawat to Hadhrat 
Ali in the same manner, and then each narrator taught these to his student in the same 
manner. Accordingly, Hadhrat Fadani recited these five forms of Salawat to me by 
counting them on my fingers. 

Musalsal Bi Wad‘ al-Yad ‘Ala al-Ra’s: This Hadith is narrated by Hadhrat Abu Hurairah 
(may Allah be pleased with him) who reports that the Messenger of Allah * said: 

“None amongst you can enter Paradise by virtue of his deeds alone”. They (the 
Companions) said: “Allah's Messenger, not even you?” Thereupon he said: “Not even I, 
but that Allah should envelop me in His Mercy.” 

While saying this, he # placed his blessed hand on his blessed head. Thereafter each 
narrator placed his hand on his head while narrating this Hadith. Accordingly, Hadhrat 
Fadani also placed his hand on his head while narrating this Hadith. This Hadith is present 
in Sahih Muslim, and the narration of Ibn Awn only mentions pointing towards the head, 


while the Tasalsul of placing the hand on the head is from a different chain of narrators. 


9. Musalsal Bi al-Su’al ‘An al-ism: \t is mentioned in this narration that the Holy Prophet = 
asked Hadhrat Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) his name, lineage, teknonym 
(kunya), hometown and place of residence. When he replied, he * said: “O Anas! Make 
more friends, for you shall become intercessors for each other.” Thereafter each narrator 
of this Hadith asked the same questions from his student and then narrated this Hadith. 
This Hadith is weak in terms of its chain of narrators. 

10. Musalsal Bi Munawalat al-Subhah: This is a narration in which every teacher from us until 
Hadhrat Hasan Basri (may Allah have mercy on him) held a tasbih in his hand and handed 
it to his student. It is reported in this narration that Umar al-Makki saw a tasbih in the 
hand of Hadhrat Hasan Basri (may Allah have mercy on him) and asked him: “O my 
teacher! Despite your lofty status and excellent worship, you still hold a tasbih in your 


hand?” At this, Hadhrat Hasan Basri (may Allah have mercy on him) said: 
“Bd 5 Soe 5 cols al S3h oh Col bh OLY gb SH ETL Sbladl G clthasral LS fll Lin” 
Translation: 


“We used to use this thing in the beginning, and do not leave it now at the end. | love that | should 


remember Allah through my heart, my hand and my tongue.” 


Hadhrat Fadani gave me ijaza of this Hadith by holding a tasbih himself and handing it to me. 


However, the chain of narrators of this Musalsal narration is weak. 


11. Musalsal Bi Taqarrub al-Jubn Wa al-Jawz: \t is mentioned in this narration that once 
Hadhrat Abbas bin Abdul Muttalib (may Allah be pleased with him) visited the Noble 
Messenger # and found him eating cheese and walnuts, and asked: “O Messenger of 
Allah! Cheese and walnuts?” He # replied: “Cheese is disease and walnut is disease, and 
when they combine, they become medicine by the command of Allah.” Thereafter each 
teacher presented cheese and walnuts to his student when narrating this Hadith. Hadhrat 
Fadani also narrated this narration to me in this manner. However, the chain of narrators 


of this narration is also weak, rather Ibn Jawzi has declared it mawdu‘ (fabricated). 


However, Allama Sakhawi (may Allah have mercy on him) has said that there is no reliable 
evidence for it to be declared mawdu’, thought it certainly is munkar. 

12. Musalsal Bi al-Talgim: \t is mentioned in this narration that the Holy Prophet @ made a 
morsel and fed it to Hadhrat Ali (may Allah be pleased with him), who later did the same 
with Hadhrat Hasan Basri (may Allah have mercy on him), and thereafter each teacher 
from him until our times fed a morsel to his student. However, the chain of narrators of 
this narration is also weak. 

13. Musalsal Bi al-Ru’yah: \t is mentioned in this narration that a person came to Hadhrat 
Abdullah bin Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both) and said: “O Abu Abdul 
Rahman! Have you seen the Messenger of Allah # with these two eyes of yours?” He said: 
“Yes”. The person again asked: “Have you talked to him with this tongue of yours?” He 
said: “Yes”. He again asked: “Have you pledged allegiance to him with these hands of 
yours?” He said: “Yes”. The person then said: “Glad tidings for you O Abu Abdul Rahman!”. 
At this, Hadhrat Abdullah bin Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both) said: “Shall | 


not tell you something | heard from him #4? | heard him * say: 
(441 Joo Atal ew QI Sb oe Gh Ft Sb 8) BEG oy Sed ob Gb -@ orb Sh ot Gob) 


At this point, it should be kept in mind that the chain of narrators of these Musalsal narrations 
with respect to the Tasalsul is weak in most of the narrations except Musalsal Bi Qird’at Surat al- 
Saff, and the chain of narrators of some of those Ahadith without the Tasalsul is reliable for 
deriving rulings, while some are weak even without the Tasalsul. In spite of this, major Hadith 
experts diligently sought them from their teachers with the Tasalsul. This is probably because 
with respect to any narration which contains a weak narrator in its chain, while no ruling of 
Shariah can be derived from such a narration, the meaning of it being weak is only that its chain 
of narrators contains a weak narrator, but it does not mean that a weak narrator always narrates 
erroneously. Therefore, there is always a possibility that a weak narrator may have narrated 
correctly. While a ruling of Shariah cannot be derived from that narration based on this 
possibility, this mere possibility is sufficient for an ardent lover to express his love. This is similar 


to the claims made by many people who claim to possess the blessed hair of the Noble Messenger 
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=. In most cases, there is no evidence for this, but a possibility does exist that perhaps the 
attribution of this hair to the Beloved Messenger “ may be correct. If someone views these hair 
due to the existence of this possibility, then this action stemming from the urges of love is not 


blameworthy in any way. This is the same for Ahadith Al-Musalsalah. 


Besides these Musalsalat, Hadhrat Fadani also gave me ijaza of all of his Hadith narrations, rather 
he granted me the honour of citing my name in his thabat?, which has been published by the 


name: kell fst ema AlLnad silo dle! vail, and he sent five hundred copies of it to me. Hadhrat 


wrote at the beginning of this thabat: 


on Beall ero Pane a de 4h & glall, all de & Ko pal 5M Je femal Spe gBl ls oe eel aes 
ds 9 3h dosSL) IX Ayal dls Nie A) pad «pagal mid aA pet oe oll gall doles ub dedbdll dll bas 
al de & ysl Se 3) abail| Cidial ett) fle is sje YI Ss Ab Ayo sll aaVis| sms Ag dl calle, een) Uh, pcpe 
Cools dell ods ale) gang d Aig Aedlung So spur ye Ate egiili Al Bh code Uy al B 2, Shad oat5, jug Are 
Febly ull, Ady Cyto Ngee cfglackl SS LuLl yo Abbe Ge anactl ie alt ALA) %) aglbe \ age 2 ooh Ngee tis 
28, acoal «jbl od ad Kno audurly Ka, adlos dowdull asl, al, elk cudgel Ze dials geil de Sally 
Zion we a cls eo bs \S ells ye 3! 4.5 Jb cfualeullt scaly <o5eg ogo 60d 9 Oe pall eel" 2215, at de 
BE lids sealable Ue Mb Salles abel age ty Loge Gi lelen fo ols le ABLE ajle} all cyoghl Gl Bs EW Sjet ¢ 


Ble ode CaS F cclepteey UE, gleey Oly iy Stl Tad oe liber slaty Upels F989 Sginey Spite gy aly 


lent” 4) 


1A thabat is a book or booklet in which a Muhaddith collects his sanads, i.e. as to which book of Hadith he narrates 


with which sanad 


((Geal Bt ema djl dle) vaall )) 
Bizarre Incident of Musalsal Bi Yawm al- ‘Ashara 


Due to the kindnesses of Hadhrat Shaykh Muhammad Yasin Fadani (may Allah have mercy on 
him), Alhamdulillah | had a special connection with him and | presented myself in his service more 
than once. One time, perhaps in relation to a meeting of Islamic Fiqh Academy, | visited Jeddah. 
It so happened that | only received a single day to visit Makkah Mukarramah, either during or 
immediately after the meeting. | thus visited Makkah Mukarramah to spend that day in the 
Sacred Haram. Since time was short, | did not inform anyone in Makkah Mukarramah of my 
arrival. When | exited the Sacred Haram after zuhr prayer, out of the blue a student of Hadhrat 
Shaykh Muhammad Yasin Fadani (may Allah have mercy on him) met me very warmly and said 
that Hadhrat Shaykh had called for me. | was astounded as to how he came to know of my visit. 
When | asked the student, he said that he did not know any details, and that the Shaykh had only 
instructed him to take a vehicle to the Sacred Haram where he would find Taqi, and to bring him 
along. Hadhrat Shaykh used to live in the Utaybiyyah neighbourhood of Makkah Mukarramah 
which was at quite some distance from the blessed Haram. | sat in the vehicle in compliance to 
the order and arrived at his house. After salam, he smiled at me and said: “You come secretly 
and don’t even inform?” | submitted: “Hadhrat! | apologize, but how did you know of my arrival?” 
At this he said: “Leave this aside, | have called you because today is the day of Ashura and there 
is a Hadith Musalsal Bi Yawm ‘Ashara which is narrated only on the day of Ashura. | thought since 
you are here today, it is a good opportunity to narrate this Hadith to you so that you can receive 
the blessing of this Tasal/sul as well.” | plunged into embarrassment at his benevolence and self- 
regret. Thereafter Hadhrat Shaykh narrated the Hadith Musalsal Bi Yawm ‘Ashard. It is the 
famous Hadith regarding Ashura which is narrated in Sahih Muslim and other books, which 


mentions that the Holy Prophet “ said regarding the fast of Ashura: " 4—.3\ oS, Ri ay\ de eer 3} 
(hs gil" Meaning: “I hope it (i.e. the fast of Ashura) expiates for the sins of the year before”. While 


the Hadith is well-known, the chain with which Hadhrat Shaykh narrated it was one in which most 


of the narrators had narrated it to their students on the day of Ashura. Therefore Hadhrat also 
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narrated it to me on the day of Ashura and thus granted me the honour of being part of this 
Tasalsul. But till this day, | do not know how he came to know of my presence in Makkah 
Mukarramah on that day. | could not think of any other outwardly means of it except that either 
a student of his saw me from far and then informed him, or Allah Most High revealed my arrival 


to him. And Allah knows best. This was my last meeting with Hadhrat Shaykh. 4..\, 4@, | 7) 


When granting me ijaza of Musalsalat, Hadhrat Shaykh Fadani (may Allah have mercy on him) 
had also instructed me to disseminate them to others. It has therefore been my practice since a 
long time that | narrate various Musalsalaat to scholars on the day of Ashura, and also narrate 


some of them to my students of Dawrat al-Hadith. 


